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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for communication of location specific content to client devices, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

identifying a client device at a location of a location specific device, wherein 
the client device comprises client device attributes, the client device attributes 
comprising a client device identification code, and wherein the location 
specific device comprises a location identification code; 

recording user preferences for the client device; 

selecting, in dependence upon the user preferences for the client device and 
upon the location identification code, content for transmission to the client 
device; 

transmitting the selected content through the location specific device to the 
client device for presentation; and 

enabling retention of the content within the client device for a period of time. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the location identification code comprises a 
network address. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the client device identification code comprises 
a network address. 
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4. The method of claim 1 wherein the client device comprises a personal digital 
assistant enabled for wireless data communications. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the client device comprises a hand-held 
personal computer enabled for wireless data communications. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the client device comprises a special purpose 
device enabled for wireless data communications. 

7. The method of claim 1 further comprising transcoding the content in 
dependence upon the client device attributes. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the client device attributes include a client 
device type. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the client device attributes comprise 
presentation capabilities. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the presentation capabilities include display 
screen size. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9 wherein the presentation capabilities include color 
availability. 

12. The method of claim 9 wherein the presentation capabilities include audio 
availability. 
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13. The method of claim 9 wherein the presentation capabilities include a video 
frame rate. 



14. The method of claim 1 wherein recording user preferences for a client device 
comprises accepting indications of user preference entered by a user through 
the client device. 

15. The method of claim 1 wherein recording user preferences for a client device 
comprises accepting user instructions entered by a user through the client 
device. 

16. The method of claim 1 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
pause presentation of content. 

17. The method of claim 1 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
resume presentation of content. 

18. The method of claim 1 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
rewind presentation of content. 

19. The method of claim 1 wherein user instructions include an instruction to fast 
forward presentation of content. 

20. The method of claim 1 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
change the level of detail of presentation of content. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein the content comprises programs and the user 
instructions include an instruction to change from one program to another. 
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22. The method of claim 1 wherein enabling retention of the content within the 
client device for a period of time further comprises transmitting through the 
location specific device to the client device an expiration date and time for the 
selected content transmitted to the device for presentation. 

23 . The method of claim 22 wherein enabling retention of the content within the 
client device for a period of time further comprises altering the expiration date 
and time. 

24. The method of claim 22 wherein enabling retention of the content within the 
client device for a period of time further comprises enabling retention of the 
content within the client device only while the client device is present at the 
location of the location specific device. 

25. The method of claim 1 further comprising storing the content in a 
microcomputer physically located at the location of the location specific 
device. 

26. The method of claim 1 further comprising storing the content in a content 
server located remotely from the location specific device. 

27. The method of claim 26 wherein the content server is coupled for data 
communications through a multiplicity of location specific devices to a 
multiplicity of client devices. 
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28. A system for communication of location specific content to client devices, the 
system comprising: 



means for identifying a client device at a location of a location specific device, 
wherein the client device comprises client device attributes, the client device 
attributes comprising a client device identification code, and wherein the 
location specific device comprises a location identification code; 

means for recording user preferences for the client device; 

means for selecting, in dependence upon the user preferences for the client 
device and upon the location identification code, content for transmission to 
the client device; 

means for transmitting the selected content through the location specific 
device to the client device for presentation; and 

means for enabling retention of the content within the client device for a 
period of time. 

29. The system of claim 28 wherein the location identification code comprises a 
network address. 

30. The system of claim 28 wherein the client device identification code 
comprises a network address. 

3 1 . The system of claim 28 wherein the client device comprises a personal digital 
assistant enabled for wireless data communications. 
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32. The system of claim 28 wherein the client device comprises a hand-held 
personal computer enabled for wireless data communications. 

33. The system of claim 28 wherein the client device comprises a special purpose 
device enabled for wireless data communications. 

34. The system of claim 28 further comprising means for transcoding the content 
in dependence upon the client device attributes. 

35. The system of claim 28 wherein the client device attributes include a client 
device type. 

36. The system of claim 28 wherein the client device attributes comprise 
presentation capabilities. 

37. The system of claim 36 wherein the presentation capabilities include display 
screen size. 

38. The system of claim 36 wherein the presentation capabilities include color 
availability. 

39. The system of claim 36 wherein the presentation capabilities include audio 
availability. 

40. The system of claim 36 wherein the presentation capabilities include a video 
frame rate. 
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41 . The system of claim 28 wherein means for recording user preferences for a 
client device comprises means for accepting indications of user preference 
entered by a user through the client device. 

42. The system of claim 28 wherein means for recording user preferences for a 
client device comprises means for accepting user instructions entered by a user 
through the client device. 

43. The system of claim 28 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
pause presentation of content. 

44. The system of claim 28 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
resume presentation of content. 

45. The system of claim 28 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
rewind presentation of content. 

46. The system of claim 28 wherein user instructions include an instruction to fast 
forward presentation of content. 

47. The system of claim 28 wherein user instructions include an instruction to 
change the level of detail of presentation of content. 

48. The system of claim 28 wherein the content comprises programs and the user 
instructions include an instruction to change from one program to another. 
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49. The system of claim 28 wherein means for enabling retention of the content 
within the client device for a period of time further comprises means for 
transmitting through the location specific device to the client device an 
expiration date and time for the selected content transmitted to the device for 
presentation. 

50. The system of claim 49 wherein means for enabling retention of the content 
within the client device for a period of time further comprises means for 
altering the expiration date and time. 

5 1 . The system of claim 49 wherein means for enabling retention of the content 
within the client device for a period of time further comprises means for 
enabling retention of the content within the client device only while the client 
device is present at the location of the location specific device. 

52. The system of claim 28 further comprising means for storing the content in a 
microcomputer physically located at the location of the location specific 
device. 

53. The system of claim 28 further comprising means for storing the content in a 
content server located remotely from the location specific device. 

54. The system of claim 53 wherein the content server is coupled for data 
communications through a multiplicity of location specific devices to a 
multiplicity of client devices. 
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55. A computer program product for communication of location specific content 
to client devices, the computer program product comprising: 



a recording medium; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for identifying a client device at a 
location of a location specific device, wherein the client device comprises 
client device attributes, the client device attributes comprising a client device 
identification code, and wherein the location specific device comprises a 
location identification code; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for recording user preferences for 
the client device; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for selecting, in dependence upon 
the user preferences for the client device and upon the location identification 
code, content for transmission to the client device; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for transmitting the selected 
content through the location specific device to the client device for 
presentation; and 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for enabling retention of the 
content within the client device for a period of time. 

56. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the location identification 
code comprises a network address. 
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57. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the client device 
identification code comprises a network address. 

58. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the client device 
comprises a personal digital assistant enabled for wireless data 
communications. 

59. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the client device 
comprises a hand-held personal computer enabled for wireless data 
communications. 

60. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the client device 
comprises a special purpose device enabled for wireless data communications. 

6 1 . The computer program product of claim 55 further comprising means, 
recorded on the recording medium, for transcoding the content in dependence 
upon the client device attributes. 

62. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the client device 
attributes include a client device type. 

63. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the client device 
attributes comprise presentation capabilities. 

64. The computer program product of claim 63 wherein the presentation 
capabilities include display screen size. 
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65. The computer program product of claim 63 wherein the presentation 
capabilities include color availability. 

66. The computer program product of claim 63 wherein the presentation 
capabilities include audio availability. 

67. The computer program product of claim 63 wherein the presentation 
capabilities include a video frame rate. 

68. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for recording user preferences for a client device 
comprises means, recorded on the recording medium, for accepting indications 
of user preference entered by a user through the client device. 

69. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for recording user preferences for a client device 
comprises means, recorded on the recording medium, for accepting user 
instructions entered by a user through the client device. 

70. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein user instructions include 
an instruction to pause presentation of content. 

7 1 . The computer program product of claim 55 wherein user instructions include 
an instruction to resume presentation of content. 

72. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein user instructions include 
an instruction to rewind presentation of content. 
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73. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein user instructions include 
an instruction to fast forward presentation of content. 



74. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein user instructions include 
an instruction to change the level of detail of presentation of content. 

75. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein the content comprises 
programs and the user instructions include an instruction to change from one 
program to another. 

76. The computer program product of claim 55 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for enabling retention of the content within the client 
device for a period of time further comprises means, recorded on the recording 
medium, for transmitting through the location specific device to the client 
device an expiration date and time for the selected content transmitted to the 
device for presentation. 

77. The computer program product of claim 76 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for enabling retention of the content within the client 
device for a period of time further comprises means, recorded on the recording 
medium, for altering the expiration date and time. 

78. The computer program product of claim 76 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for enabling retention of the content within the client 
device for a period of time further comprises means, recorded on the recording 
medium, for enabling retention of the content within the client device only 
while the client device is present at the location of the location specific device. 
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79. The computer program product of claim 55 further comprising means, 
recorded on the recording medium, for storing the content in a microcomputer 
physically located at the location of the location specific device. 

80. The computer program product of claim 55 further comprising means, 
recorded on the recording medium, for storing the content in a content server 
located remotely from the location specific device. 

8 1 . The computer program product of claim 80 wherein the content server is 
coupled for data communications through a multiplicity of location specific 
devices to a multiplicity of client devices. 
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